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CODE OF ETHICS

Keeping membersinformed of governmental decisions and healthissues
that affect them as well as lobbying state and federal legislatures
regarding elk-related regulations and promoting the industry at trade
shows, fairs, livestock symposaums hosting semmars and convention
activities.

Code of Ethics. This code shall serve as a guide to members of the
‘Association in conducting their affairs. The code is not intended to cover
all possible undesirable activities and in no way shall restrict the right of
the Board of Directors to expel any member "whose conduct is, in the
‘opinion of the Board, prejudicial to the interests of the Association, as
provided in the Articles of Incorporation or these By-Laws.

A. Members are concerned about the welfare of domest:cated and wild
elk.

B. Members abide by all laws of any ;urasdlct:on within which they carry
on their activities as elk ranchers and breeders.

C. Memberswillprovide adequate food, shelter, space, hand ing facilities,
and health care to ensure the well-being of elk in their care.

D. Members will take precaunons as necessary (often beyond the
requirements of regulauons) to prevem the spread of parasntes or
disease.

. Members will not deliver any elk into the custody of a person who,in
- the opinion of the member, does nothave the facilities, license, orthe
ability to prowde for the eik’s needs

An a member may be reported in full detail,

in wntmg to the Ethics Committee that the member did violate this
code. The committee willpresent to the Board of Directors all details
and make a recommendation to:

l.- Sendthe wolatlng member a letter of reprimand;
-oorn
Il.: Suspend thewola!mg member fora penod of time;
or;
1il. Expel the violating member from the association.

The feoommendanon will be adopted only aﬁer a ma;onty vote by the
Board of Directors.

!eged violation.

. Inallcases of an alleged violation, all details of the violation, hearing,
recommendation of the Committee, decision of the Board, or a letter
of repnmand will be absolutely confidential. The only information
released by the Board will be that speclf:ed (named) member has
;been “suspended” or"expelled.”

Th;s Code of Eth«cs has been -approved by Resolution of the Board of
D;rectorsandbecomeseﬁechve ndenferceabie ammedxateiythereaﬁer

s s

~ Suites 1104 and 1106
7301 NW Tiffany Springs Road
Kansas City, MO 64153
TEL (816) 746-5700
FAX (816) 746-1822
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generai pubhc abou! the rewards and opportumtaes that
are available thro‘ gh partlcrpatlon inthis industry as a
legitimate diversified agrlcuﬁural pursuit.

The North Amencan Elk Breeders Association was
founded in 1990 by a group of 32 elk breeders. In two
year'stime it has grown to over 700 members located
'throughcut the United States, Canada, Mexico, New

i udmg he amtenance

cationofa quarteﬂy full-

coior jOU a?‘ that addyesses all aspects of the elk

mdustry, publashlng newsletters to keep members

informed of pertinent situations and issues effecting

the elk industry, education of its members in proper
management and bfeeding practices.

1 the B;bie Private game farms are as o!d as
farmmg ltself in Europe

We in Nbrth America have been raising elk on 'private

increase m the ratsmg of domestic e!k wath tremendous
mcrease in the last five years

1. A variety of freshwater fish (rainbow trout, red fish)
are found in the wild and have been farmed for 10's
of years by private groups as well as government
agencies.

- Severalbird species {pheasants, quail, geese, ducks)
are also in the wild and farmed by a wide variety of

. There are approximately 30,000 elk behind wire in
No; ’ Amenca Domesticated elk are t
specaes asin ihe wa d but because of vastiy

daﬁerent ammals These ammais are pk rticularly
suited to the North American environment. The
North American elk industry in 1992 would be worth
approximatéiy $100 million (including animals, wire,
facilities, money spent).




Future of the Industry

The industry is strong— Elk are the Best Alternative.
The products produced by these magnificent animals
have along and proven demand both dOmesﬁca;Hy and
internationally. Agricultural people and investors rec-
ognize the short- and long~term benefits of this indus-
try. The raising of elk is not a monopoly,bustnesskby a

~ few. The larger the supply of the various products'the
industry has to offer, the greater the awareness will be,
and the larger the marketpiace will become. ,

In North America, the raising of elk will be ina sleckQup
phase for at least another ten years The North Ameri-

tremendous poten al of Ihe elk mdustry E!k re the

Iwestock of the future. The per-acre rate of return of

ralsmg elk on agricultural land far out-per,fq ms most

S %f% HHEH P Ht e - traditional agricultural land uses. The continued ben-
ﬁgﬁgﬁgﬁ%ﬁ“ﬁ%%%Mﬁ‘in‘gﬁ“‘m“ gu% efits of very low management levels, high rates of
....,3!‘““““““““““‘“!?!!ﬁﬁ! 866 return, long established markets and the ntrinsic beauty
Wmter Feeding in Montana of the animal insures its future in mainstream agricul-

ture.




Economics

Brood Stock

.
.

Velvet

tal market k

Ten-year minimum stock up

Single offspring

Selective breeding to enhance the benefits of the
stock will always be in demand

Bulls produce velvet every year. An average two-
year-old will grow approximately 6 Ibs. of velvet.
Gegerally, bulls increase velvet yields every year.

‘Mature bulls (7-8 years old) may produce up to 25

Ibs.
Herd average (even distribution from yearling to
mature) 11 pounds per head

- The velvetis a commodity which has, in the past 15

years, ranged from $35 to $110. rpound
luces a"ve"ry sma part of Orien-

There is an expandmg demand in Narth America
Classic renewable resource

Elk meat has long been considered the premier
venison

Fits the needs of the modern consumer

Lean

“Low in fat, cholesterol

No growth hormones, chemicals
Ready market (North America imports 150.tons of

Trophy Ammals ‘

.

Leather

‘;

Mature bulls with weﬂ~developed antlers

Soft ,yet very durable :
Boots, goves clo hing

Enwronmentally Sound

.

.

Habztat»enhancmg
Leaves land in forage, pasture, underdeveloped
Utilizes 'marginal land

Don't have to subdivide and sell to developers in
populaied Qreas

Sus’tainable'agriculture

Learn valuable lessons that can be applxed to wild
population

Ammal Welfare Concerns

-

.

e

Pasture run of conditions
Mmlmai handling
No castration of males

Antler removal is very humane, done undervetcare,

no injury to the ammai !
Antler removal is for the protection of animal and
owner




Stand 5' - 5'6" at the shoulder

Mature at 6-7 years of age

Capable of breeding at two years of age
Num‘ber'of' points. are influenced by genetics and
feed and are an indication of maturity

Antlers fall off:in March and regrow every year
When harvested in May or June, mature bull should
produce 20 to 30 pounds of Grade A Velvet
Dresses out at approximately 60% of live weight

Mature Cows

.

.

.

Average 600 to 700 pounds
Stand 4' to 5' at the shoulders
Do not grow antlers

‘Mature at 3-4 years of age

Most 18-month-old females will cycle lf they are 450
pounds or over

; Smgte oﬂsprmg —twinning is rare

el good mothers

Spend first week of its life in tall grass, usually only
getting up to nurse
The cow remains away during this period. This is

natural instinct, The cow knows where the calf is,
but does not go near unless the calf is threatened
Spotted when born. Develops brown coat by six
- months old

Breeding

.

»

.

-

Therutis from August to October
The rut is controlled by the day-night cycle
Breeding bulls should be three years or older for

~best success

Thebulls will gathertheir group of females and keep
them away from other bulls

One bull can service 20 to 40 cows

Bulis compete for dominance through bugling, spar-
ring and chasing wou!d be compet:tors away (mju-
ries are rare)

: There isa mua{’that bulls andcows must go through

before the actua ,hlgh mount" of mating occurs

Cow’s gestation is approximately 250 days
Calving L

The cow will start to "walk the fences" prior to
calving, looking for. a-quiet, private place to give
birth '

The olderthe cow, the more she will "look pregnant”
All cows will "bag up" before giving birth

The only problem that canbe coritroiled isto ensure
through feeding that the cows are not fat, as this

restncts the sxze of! the blrth canal and increases the

Altheugh calvmg‘problems are rare, farmers can
“help the cow by pulling the calf, but only after

waiting a lengthy period of time to ensure the bmh
cannot happen naturally =

The cow will immediately accept the calt and clean
it off, and the calf will stand to start to nurse

Feedmg

Elk are predommately grazers
Elk eat most upland grasses (e.g. broom) and
legumes (e.g. alfalfa)

Elk will consume grains (e.g. corn, oats)
Elk can consume up to 20% of their diet in browse



-”It is therefore better to separate cows from bu Is
:aﬂer the rut is over
Important
. Feedisthe most lmportant part of the management
of your elk herd
. ‘Cow s yearly feeding program:
e Post-Rutto Calvmg Maintenance diet of good
quality hay, grain optional
Calving to Post-Rut: High-quality feed rich in
protein, vitamins, minerals, grain, and hay
Bulls: Should be fed very well all year, but
especially inthe summer. A much higher qual-
ity than quantity in the winter than the cows
Weaning ,
+  If possible, weaners should be kept separate and
- fed extra the first winter
Rules to Remember
. The elk's weight at the end of October is directly
. proportional to weight at the end of March
. The calorie intake of an elk is twice as much in the
summer aé it is in the winter

. Farmers can self-feed elk if they slowly bring them up
to that consumption level (full ration)
Lesson ‘
e ltis recommended that farmers feed elk véry well in
the summer to achieve the optimum velvet weights
and calving percentages

* Feed fescue
* Use feeds with urea as a source of protein

. Feed the best possible feed. You will get better
results and itcosts less because the elk will not waste
as much, Elk will pick through poor-quality feed to get
the good and waste the rest :
+ Make sure your ration is well-balanced and has an
adequate supply of copper
Handling Facilities
«  Checkwithas many eik breedersas possmie and the
NAEBA office before ycu start
+ Bk like any animal, need to respect the handler
. Make walls a mlmmum of elgm feet and preferable
ten feet high : :
-« Solid, under a roof is recommended
Use gates and alleyways to move animals

Important

Plan before you start

Fence
Minimum of seven feet woven page wire
Posts maximum 24 feet apart
Posts 10-12 feet long made of treated wood or steel

Elk are hardy livestock with natural immunity to most
diseéses Although elk can contract normal bovine
diseases, they are not rone todoso.
There have been cases nf dcmestac elk WIth TB (M.
‘bovis) as wnh other domest;c stock (e.g. catﬁe) The
testing reqmrements and the tests have been devel-
oped to better identify and eliminate M. bﬁv;s (TB) in
elk
. Parasites (internal or extemal) are of concern if you
tend to over-pasture or keep your animals too closely
confined.




. Parasites can be deait with using the propér drugto -
treat the pa%ticuiar parasite (contact local vet)

- Observation of your herd is important. The same
warning sign,s" exist for elk as any domestic herd
animal g
1. Animal off by himself
2. Head down, ears back, watery eyes, limping
3. Off their feed, swol en body parts, absoesses

lumps :
4. Lossof hair or condition

. All-or ahy of the above may be an indication of a
problem

. If you do have a problem, call a vet, an experienced
elk rancher or NAEBA Office for Assistance

Transportation
e Elk can be easily moved in enclosed horse trailers
*  Best maximum of five toapen
f +  Need ~room cannotbe crowded

. :;Contact local Department of Agnculture for regula—
‘ tions that. may affeci your elk ranch ;
+  Contact local elk iarmers and the NAEBA office for

additional mformaimn (costs of animals, fence, feed,
etc.)

. PurchaSé your sﬁock and fencing equipment from
~reputable fa‘rmers sales and dea!efs

- Set upa recordkeepmg system to account for ex- -

‘ 'penses and animal records '

* Tiyto keep the true capital cost of the fence to 10%

'NorTH AMERICAN ELK BREEDERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

7301 NW Tiffany Springs Road - Suite 1104

Kansas City, MO 64153

Investment Potentl‘al

. Eik ;savery attractwe investment .
. ‘~1f yau have land can put up the fence and havef
. , ‘ammal expeﬂence - o
. There are aﬂy number of csptmns to exp ore
1 anate ownersmp k
2 Share farming arrangemems between inves-
tors and landowners
3. Partnerships
Corporate structure




